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Let RON TODD supply your 
SOCCER 
Boots & Balls 
AVAILABLE NOW | 


If it is Sporting Gear, Footwear, . 
Clothing or Leather Goods 
you require You'll 
find it 


at . 
RON TODD SPORTS CENTRE | 
Wholesale and Retail | 

52 SWANSTON ST., MELBOURNE 
(2 doors up from Flinders Lane) 4 ; 
Phone; Cent. 4340 


HALF-BACK 


WEAKNESS 


; By A. Jarvis Ce 


In watching various teams in action this 
season it has been very noticeable that one 
particular feature is conspicious by_its ab- 
sence. That is, the weakness in most teams 
of the half-back lines from the point of view 

of co-ordination with the forwards as feeders. 

The average half-back is content to rob his 

opponent and immediately dispose of the ball 

as if it were a hot brick, instead of carrying 
it upfield and after drawing an opponent, - 
placing the ball to the advantage of a teant 
mate in such a way that he dges not have to 
battle for the ball. Give it to him on the 
ground and if possible behind hisyopponent 
then you will see an-improvement in forward 
play instead of what we invariably see, that is, 
forwards comneting for tha Halt Jn. the*air 
with backs and half. backs..«2 < A> © 

The half-back line is the most important 
in any team and it will pay clubs to coach 
these plavers along the right lines, and to see 
that the juniors also receive the benefits of 
this coaching. 
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JUNIORS TO' HAVE COLUMN 


In response to several requests it has been | 


decided to give reports of Junior gamez a 
‘separate column in the “News” each week, 
and all Clubs running Junior teams are in- 
vited tO forward reports of reasonable length 
to the Editor and thus help to make our pub- 
lication of interest to the boys. 

They like to see their names in the paper 
as goal scorers or as best players, so include 
these details and give your report the per- 
sonal touch as shown by the article elsewhere 
in this issue. 

It would be appreciated if Junior reports 
are written out separately from Senior games 
and clearly noted with the age group referred 
te which will help the printer considerably in 
arranging the linotyping. 


* * * 


SCREEN PUBLICITY 
During the forthcoming week the Associa- 
ion’s screen slide will be shown at “Empire 
Brunswick, and “Regal Theatre,” 
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. I have spoken to a lot of people about “Soc- 
cer News” since the first publication—I sup- 
pose you have too—but what made me intro- 
duce the subject to so many people was be- 
-cause I thought that soccer had made a big 
giep.in the right direction by producing such 
a booklet. 
very appropriate time, because the code. like 
some other types of amateur sport only just 
managed to struggle through the war period. 


%. 


I suppose you are parallel in thought with 
me when | say how grateful we should be 
tS those few die-hard stalwarts who carried 
on the administration with a good measure 
of credit to themselves and the game in those 
overshadowed days of the 1939-45 war. 

To be quite frank about it, my enthusiasm 
was cooled down a bit by the first publica- 
tion—it seemed to me to want just something 
more—I could not quite tell you what—but 
it lacked something personal, it is hard to 
describe it. I did think that I would write and 
tell the Editer, but then on second thoughts 


: I concluded that criticism was of no material 

¥ value, because a publication is rather like a 
{ ship in comparison—you cannot launch it till 
3 it is properly built, and what 1s more impor 
tant—you can make small technical changes 
| which will create a better performance 1 the 
+ trials, 


“Soccer News” did make a few changes and 
{ think improved its news value to a porn 
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- An Open Letter To Mr. Soccerite 


It seemed to me to be a step at a.-: 


» Soccer Pootball Association 


ER 
VIEWS 


.-,Saturday, 10th July, 1948 


HALL 


where it has earned more than a “pass credit” 
toaay. 

[ am not in the position to know very much 
of the administrative side of the publication, 
the Editor will tell you of that as time goes 
on, but like many others, I want to see the 
future with a “bigger and better still’ paper. 

It 1s as this point Mr. Soccerite that you 
and I are on common ground because we are 
uoth readers ana we both enjoy even looking 
at a schoolboy side playing the game. 

You and I may express our views im differ- 
ent ways and on some points we may not 
agree in principle, but still whether we agree 
or not is immaterial because after all, an article 
which you or I may write is only an expres- 
sion of a train of thought the object of which 
is to create interest. 

1 know Mr. Soccerite that you have many 
friends who know the game well, some are 


still playing, others come to your game each 
y—¢ absent—there 


Saturday—one or two are never ap 
is the fellow with tne cap and heavy rcs 
overcoat and that chap with the aie i 
and walking stick, either ot them could ‘ 
tribute a worth while article or a oi ns Da 
perience if it were put to him—ane hy ane 
what about that acw follow agi ings See 
another country some months ago, he shoul 
have a fund of stories. 

{ believe we have to ret ay, eS 
rieht behind the Editor because amy 


se fellows 


ane ol 


—- 
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them may be able to come away with an idea 
as to a very practical system of acquiring aA 
real soccer ground of our very own, and the 
only way of reaching all the interested people 
is by means of this journal. 

I shall write you again sometime in the 
future but for the meantime while I am away, 
will you tell your friends on Saturday that 
the Editor would be glad to get their ideas on 
paper and in conclusion I want to tell you 


one more important thing and that is—the- 


Editor did not ask me to write to you, in fact 
he does not know me, so, you must accept 
this letter as one between you and me but con- 
cerning everyone who Is as interested in soc- 
cer as we two are. 


ee See 
SCHOOLBOY INTERSTATE 


SELECTION 
The Schoolboy Interstate Selectors 
were cenfronted with the dificult task of 


selecting a side of fifteen boys to represent 
Victoria in interstate matches. 

A game was played last Sunday week 
arainst Brighton’s Under 17 team, which ter- 
minated in a draw—4 goals each. 

After two previous elimination games 
between possibles and probables, eighteen 
boys were thoroughly tried out until the fol- 
lowing fifteen were selected :— 

Jones (South Melb.), McEwan (Brighton), 
Borlase (South Melb.), Dixon (Brighton), 
Carter (Preston). Simpson (South Melb.), 
Peachey (Preston), Gribbin (Brighton), Jor- 
dan (Brighton), Stiles (South Melb.), James 
(South Melb.), Forfar (South Melb.), Hately 
(Sunshine), Clarke (Preston), and Richer 
(Sunshine). 

A large number of spectators witnessed the 
game against Brighton on Sunday week, and 
it is expected that a similar crowd will witness 
another very fine performance tomorrow. 

The way in which our young players are 
performing in these practice games, augers 
well for their respective clubs in the future as 
their senior players 

Now is the time for all clubs to foster 
juniors, especially the boys of school age, Jor 

the preparation of their future with senior 
divisions it is essential that individual practical 
coachine. combined with constructive eriti- 
cism. talks on tactics, and various methods of 
play, be tinght te them 


With only four rounds of League games to 
be played in the two main divisions, interest 
‘s now centred upon who will be promoted 
and who will be relegated for the 1949 season. 


Moreland against Park Rangers and Yal- 
lourn against Brighton, will be striving hard 
to improve their positions, as both are run- 
nine sixth and seventh, with an equal number 
of points, on the premiership ladder. A de- 
feat at this stage by either of them will place 
them in a very difficult position. The youth- 
fulness of the Yallourn team may help them 
a little, but they are up against a side of ex- 
perienced footballers, but anything can hap- 
pen in a match where a defeat might mean 
relegation, and the game at Hurlingham 
Park should be a very even contest with a 
real Cup-tie flavour about it. 

The same applies at Campbell Reserve, 
where the home team Moreland will be up 
against the Park Rangers’ eleven. 

\\estern Suburbs, if they produce the same 
standard of football that they defeated Sun- 
shine by last Saturday, may give trouble to 
Box Hil. Suburbs are on the bottom of the 
Division One ladder, whilst their opponents, 


30x Hill are running second. 


‘The remaining First Division game, Prahran 
versus Sunshine United, will be played at 
Como Park. Sunshine, who has lost its last 
two eames after having won all its previous 
contests, will be out to regain its lost prestige. 
Prahran are still in danger of relegation how- 
ever, and will not make the game too easy 
for their visitors. 

In the Second Division, the main game of 
the day will be played at Olympic Park, 
where the home team Hakoah will meet Brad- 
ford, the division two leaders. tradford are 
in a comfortable position for the premiership 
honours and ultimate promotion to the main 
division, and has a three point lead over its 
nearest opponents. 

Bradford will be all out to retain this lead, 
but Hakoah are still not out of the promotion 
race. and will be striving hard to improve its 
position, South Metbourne Linited, second 
on the merit chart, cannot afford to lose a 
single game of 1ts remaining matches, as South 
Yarra. Coburg and Hokoah, are chasing them 
soliudls for the coveted second position, which 
carries with dt the right of accompanying the 


«ya 


Wirnin ! ee) 
g team of League to the 


Division, United beat Coburg last Pirst 


Ae gh } time the 
by 5 goals to 2, but on their home sound, 


it 1s possible that Coburg may turn the tables 
. Ringwood and Northcote are in an ae “i 
impossible position to avoid rélepation ui. the 
lhird Division, and five teams in that divisic 
Heidelberg, George Cross, University oO}! Ak 
pic, and Yarraville, are Bunning: were “ales 
in their bid to take their places. — Sane 
Lhe two main games in the lower division 
today will be staged between Heidelberg and 


Olympic, and University and George Cross 


* * * 


RESULTS OF LAST SATURDAY'S 
CUP-TIES 


DOCKERTY CUP (Second Round) 
Western Suburbs 1 d. Sunshine United 0 
Preston 6 d. Williamstown 6. _ 
Park Rangers 6 d. Metters 0. 

Yallourn 3 d. Ringwood 1. 

Box Hill 4 Hakoah ].R-C. 1. 

Coburg 3 d. Northcote 0. 

South Yarra 3 d. 

Bradford v. South 

not played. 

RESERVE CUP (Second Round) 

Park Rangers walk over from Coburg. 

Yallourn walk over from Sunshine United. 


jrnigphton 2 


Melbourne 


\Western Suburbs walk over from Northcote 
South Melbourne United 3 d. Prahran 2 (atter 


extra time). 
South Yarra 1 d. Heidelberg 0. 
Preston 2 d. Moreland 9. 
Bradford 8d. Box Hill o. 


Brighton v. Hakoah J.R.C. result not to hand 


JUNIOR CUP (Second Round) 
Prahran 4 d. Hakoah J.R.C. 1. 
Park Rangers 3 d. Preston 1. 
4righton 2 d. Yallourn 1, 
Box Hill 4 d. South Yarra 1. 


MILLER CUP (Semi-Finals) 
Box Hill 2 d. Coburg 0. 


South Melbourne United 3 (Prest 2, Thwaites 


1) d. Preston QO. 


DUNKLING SHIELD (Semi-Finals) 
Brighton 3 d. Sunshine United 9. 
South Melbourne United watk 

Rinewoos!, 
THIPD DIVISION LEAGUE GAME 
(Postponed from 26th lune) 


oo 


Olympic 4 do George Cross 4, 


Over 
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Western Suburbs v. Preston 


Park Rangers v. Yallourn 
~~ - . . vat (jh, c >. » 
Box Hill v. Bradford ype + oth 


Coburg v. South Yarra 


erty 


United match 


rom 
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DRAW FOR CUP TIES—17th JULY 
Dockerty Cup (Third Round) 


NOT 


-In the second round of the Noel 
tlle Bradford and ‘South Metheurn 
luted agreed after the failure of the official 
reteree to appear to appoint a referee, when 
the referee wis ready to start the pame SO | 
Melhourne United then Stated thew seni a 
play. The Executive of the Association heme 
tore awarded the game to Bradford ib. 
a eal; Cup (Third Round) 
“ark ikangers y. South Varra 
south Melbourne United v. Pres: 
Yallourn v. Bradford | 
Western Suburbs vy. Brighton 
Junior Cup (Semi-Finals) 
Prahran v. Brighton 
Box Hull 
| Miller Cup (Final) 
south Melbourne United v. Box TTill 
Dunkling Shield (Final) 


South Melbourne United 


* * * 


A BRIEF REVIEW OF LAST WEEK'S 
CUP TIES 
Western Suburbs and South Yarra caused 
sensations on Saturday by their defeats of the 
Cup favorites, Sunshine United and Brighton. 
In their two league games with Sunshine 
Suburbs were defeated 11-0 and 2-0, but on 
Saturday completely turned the tables on then 


Cup, 


Or) 


Park Rangers v. 


Brighton 4 


neighbors, and won by the only goal of th 
ateh 

South Yarra, it is reported won their game 
at Olvmpite Park on their merits. ‘ 
the halders of the Cup arncl if Wills expected 
bdia 


previous Saturcs 


,VLTTct itt 


that Brighton, after their defeat of the 
One leaders the 
would have very little trouble in reaching the 
third round, but quite often the unexpect 
happens ii cup-tte football, and this was the 


sion 


case on Saturday 
Metters and \Wallamstown, the 
Third Division teams. to compete m the s 


7 +.% - 
Cytte TW 


round, were easily dete wed by Park Range 


(First Division) and Preston (Second Dn 
son). the result of beth games 


Hatt s Win canVve}ydr Hakoah. THC eV 


heme 6-0 


ox 


thew Favorites for the LOLS » 2 


T Tat 114 
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CLUB JOITINGS 


DOCKERTY CUP 
Under Par 
Box Hill and Hakoah are both capable of 
better football than was demonstrated in the 
Dockerty Cup match played at Surrey Park 
last Saturday. The home team was not the 
forceful side in front of goal during the first 
half. while the visitors appeared to have “had 
it” in the latter portion of the second half, a 
weakness which enabled Box Hill to penc- 
trate the defence three times during the last 
session. Much credit must be given to the 
goalkeepers of both teams for their splendid 
custodianship. | 
Goal-scorers for Box Hill: Warry, Hutchin- 
son, Tester, and Gravell, whilst for Hakoah: 
Pollitzer was their scorer. 


Losing Team Congratulates South Yarra 


Congratulations are tendered by _ the 
Brighton Club, on South Yarra’s Dockerty 
Cup success against their first team on Satur- 
day at Olympic Park. The clean way the 
South Yarra players played the game 1s ad- 
mired by the Brighton players and officials, 
and Brighton has no excuses to offer for their 
defeat. 


PARK RANGERS EASY VICTORY 


In a Deckerty Cup tie at Middle Park, the 
home side, Park Kangers had a comfortable 
win of 6 goals to nil against Metters, a Third 
Division team. The visitors should not be dis- 
couraged as they showed distinct signs of 
betier things to come. 

The Rangers backs and half backs had httle 
difficulty in dealing with spasmodic raids by 
the visiting ferwards. Purdon, playing in 
defence, and poahe Wiliams made many ex- 
cellent saves for Metters, although the jpres- 
sure by the Raneers forwards forced them to 
make occasional mistakes. 

Three For Wilson 

The score at half time was 2-0, Wilson and 
P.. Clark beme the successful marksmen. In 
the second half, four more goals were added 
by Wilson (2), Mackie and Cottrill, the latter 
heating the goalie with a first-time drive from 


at PLSS from \\ ilson, perhaps the boss eval of 


fhe matelh. 
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Heading The Ball 

In these notes, I have tried to give the 
players hints on how to improve their play. 
A further comment re heading would not 
be out of place here. Although it is not 
always possible, the ball should be taken on 
the forehead rather than on the top of the 
head. In this way, the ball is sent forward 
and downwards, rather than up inte the air. 
With good timing the ball can be sent well 
forward and at a good speed. The eye should 
be kept on the ball until the point of impact. 

Perhaps the Rangers’ forwards could answer 
these two questions: “How many goals has 
the team scored from headers this season?” 
“Flow many times has the ball been headed 
over the bar instead of under it?” 


Club Dance Tonight 


The Park Rangers Club will hold another 
of their very popular dances tonight, at the 
Christ-Church Hall, Acland Street, St. Kilda. 


Preston Hit The Jack-Pot 


In their match against Williamstown, Pres- 
ton forwards were on top and gave “Willy” 
goalie much work to do. He did a good job 
however, and saved some really difficult shots. 
Good soaring centres gave the Preston ior- 
wards excellent opportunities for netting the 
ball which they did six times during the 
match. Preston now enters the third round 
of the Cup with high hopes. Crompvoetts, 
Morgan, Nash and Humphries, shared the 
goals, with Pickering taking the honours as 
Preston’s most outstanding player. 


Yarra’s Goal-Getter Of To Queensland 


J. Johnson, South Yarra’s star centre-for- 
ward and goal-getter played his farewell game 
on Saturday against Brighton in the Dock- 
erty Cup match played at Olympic Park, 

At a social gathering of members and sup- 
porters of the Club, held at Mr. C. Brown's 
home last Saturday evening, Yarra’s Presi- 
dent, Mr. W. MacCombie expressed to Mr. and 
Mrs, Johnson the very best wishes of the 
Club on their journey to Queensland, and as 
a token of esteem, Johnson was presenter! with 
a wallet and Mrs. Johnson with a handbag, 
Johnson in reply thanked the Club very sin- 
cerely for the presentations, and stated that 
should he ever return to Melbourne, he cer- 


-tainly would seek out his old Club first 
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to stand for long periods on |} 
their feet, for Cyclists, Horse | 
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(Johnson will certainly be missed by soc- 
cer in Victoria, and in expressing my best 
wishes to him on his move to Queensland, I 
hope that he will cause the same headaches 
to Queensland defenders as he has caused to 
our teams’ defenders. I am sure that all soc- 
eer fans in Victoria will wish him the very 
best). 


RESERVE CUP 
Extra Time In Cup Match 


South Melbourne United's Keserve team 
won its way into the third round of the ke- 
serve Cup on Saturday, in what was one of 
the most thrilling cup matches played at Mid- 
die Park since pre-war. Despite the fact that 
‘t was a reserve match, it contained all the 
thrills of a Doeckerty Cup match when both 
teams are fichting hard to gain the winnims 
coal, Both Prahran, their opponents, and the 
local team were giving their best, and at the 
end of the ninety minutes of play scores were 
level. two goals each. Extra time of fiteen 
minutes cacti way was ordered, and soon alter 
the resumption, Erie Lilley, United's insule- 
rieht scored the winning geal for his team 
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Both teams continued to press hard and often, 
but the game finished with no goals being 
added, United winning by 3 goals to 2. 


— 


Preston Defeats Moreland 

Preston and Moreland Reserve teams did 
battle last Saturday with the final score being 
in Preston's favour, 2 goals to ni!. For Pres- 
ton, the Rees, Scaife, Hume and Plummnier 
combination was the telling factor with the 
two first named scoring the goals. Ernie 
Kces suggests that the title of the Reserve 
League be changed to “Rees”-serves Leacue. 


Brighton Wins Despite Weaknesses 

Brighton Reserves who so far are undefeat- 
ed this season, were too strong for Hakoah 
on Saturday, despite the fact that they were 
weakened by the absence of Tommy Lowe and 
H. Walker, who were playing for the first 
team against South ‘4 arra, 

Brighton’s team is efficiently managed by 
Mr. Jow Finney, whose son Alf, is a regula 
playing member. 

Several players are worthy of promotion to 
the first team. and it 1s untortunate for them 
that their places in the first team are also 
filled by capable players. Their chance will 
come. 


Bradford Superior 

Bradford Reserves were better able to ac- 
commodate themselves to the No. 2 O' al 
than were Box Hill Reserves, who generally 
use the No. 1 ground for their home matches. 


Bradford were superior on the day, anc 
scored a comfortable victory, thus qualifying 
them for the third round of the Keserve \up 


* * * 


JUNIOR SECTION—JUNIOR CUP 
Speed Paid Dividends 
Forcing the pace early in the Junior Cup 
wime against South Yarra on Saturday, pata 
=” a = 1 LES, U) ‘ | 7 19 ream 
oo dividends for Box Hill’s Under IY team, 
and gave them a commanding lead which they 
held to the fintsh. : ee 
Montgomery, Rell and Overall were maten 
winners for the Box Hill team. 


Yallourn’s Stubborn Resistance 
The Brehton Under 19 team which has 
carried all before it in the Juntor League 


far this season, met stubborn resistance cra 
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